PLANTAGENET
France in 1180 was ominous for the continuance of the Angevin
power, but as yet there was no direct attack—only the support
by Philip of further rebellions against Henry. Philip of France
was only eighteen years old, and circumstances had not yet
developed sufficiently to permit him to attack directly, nor had
he any pretext; but he had supported the second and last great
rebellion of Henry's sons against him in 1183, during which
Henry's eldest son (who had been given Anjou to rule) died;
and Richard, a young man of twenty-five, who governed
Aquitaine, began to rule in Anjou. The youngest son, John,
was as yet only fifteen.
In 1186 Geoffrey of Brittany died, leaving a child, Arthur, as
rightful heir to all. While this complicated situation of rebellion
and disputed claims was threatening the Angevin empire there
came enormous news: the Crusading conquest in Palestine had
gone; the Christian government of the Holy Land had fallen—its
army had been destroyed on the shore of the Lake of Galilee
within a few miles of Nazareth, at Hattin. The prisoners had
been butchered by the new Mohammedan leader, Saladin; Jeru-
salem had fallen; the True Cross had been dragged at a horse's
tail through the streets. To finance a crusade the Church laid
a tax on general wealth, an experiment hitherto unknown.
Under the shadow of such a dark and dreadful cloud the
quarrel of the Angevin and the Capetian sank into unimportance.
All Europe prepared for a crusade to recover the Holy Places,
even the aged Emperor Barbarossa went off for the East, where
he was to die. Richard, the heir to the Plantagenets, took the
Cross, and Henry II, his father, took it also, as did Philip. They
were not insincere in their crusading enthusiasm, but the private
war was maintained. In the early summer of 1189 Richard and
Philip marched against Henry; he was forced back into Anjou.
He was dying and could hardly ride, and he negotiated a peace
near Chinon, in the castle of that town. And on July 6,1189, he
died.
RICHARD I (SURNAMED COEUR-DE-LION,
LION-HEARTED)
Richard Coeur-de-Lion and England* Character of
the King. The reign of Richard I affects England very little.
He spent only a few months in the island—the rest of his ten
years of reign he was^n the Continent or in the East on crusade.
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